


Using Your  
Dictionary
There is so much to discover with every turn of a 
dictionary’s page. Whether you use one to check your 
spelling, understand a book or article you’re reading, 
improve your writing, or simply broaden your vocabulary, 
dictionaries overflow with useful, interesting, and even 
entertaining information about words.

Here’s what you need to know to get the most  
out of your Merriam-Webster dictionary.
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tic patients� 3 : relating to or used for sewage treatment and
disposal �a septic system� �Latin septicus, from Greek se•ptikos,
from se•pein �to make putrid��

sepetieceemia ��sep-tə-�se•-me•-ə� n : ����� ��������� — sep-
tieceemic �-�se•-mik� adj

septic sore throat n : ����� ������
septic tank n : a tank in
which the solid matter of
continuously flowing
sewage is broken down
by bacteria

sepetilelion �sep-�til-yən�
n � see ������ table
�French, from Latin sep-
tem �seven� + French
-illion �as in million��

sepetueaegeenareiean
�sep-�t�-ə-jə-�ner-e•-ən,
-�ty�-� �sep-tə-wə-jə-� n
: a person who is 70 or
more but less than 80 years old �Late Latin septuagenarius �70
years old,� derived from Latin septuaginta �seventy��— septu-
agenarian adj

Sepetueaegeseiema ��sep-tə-wə-�jes-ə-mə� n : the 3rd Sunday be-
fore Lent �Late Latin, from Latin septuagesimus �70th,� from
septuaginta �seventy��

Sepetueaegint �sep-�t�-ə-jənt, -�ty�-� �sep-tə-wə-� jint� n : a Greek
version of the Jewish Scriptures put into writing in the third and
second centuries B.C. by Jewish scholars and adopted by
Greek-speaking Christians �Latin septuaginta �seventy�� from
the approximate number of its translators�

sepetum ��sep-təm� n, pl sepeta �-tə� : a dividing wall or mem-
brane especially between bodily spaces or masses of soft tissue
�Latin saeptum �enclosure, wall,� from saepire �to fence in,�
from saepes �fence��— sepetal ��sep-tl� adj

1sepeulecher or sepeulechre ��sep-əl-kər� n 1 : a place of burial
: ���� 2 : a receptacle for religious relics especially in an altar
�Medieval French sepulcre, from Latin sepulcrum, sepulchrum,
from sepelire �to bury��

2sepulcher or sepulchre vt -chered or -chred; -chereing or
-chring �-kə-ring, -kring� archaic : to place in or as if in a sep-
ulcher : ����

seepulechral �sə-�pəl-krəl� adj 1 : of or relating to burial, the
grave, or monuments to the dead �a sepulchral stone� 2 : ���-
��� 1, ������— seepulechralely �-krə-le•� adv

sepeuleture ��sep-əl-�chu� r� n 1 : ������ 2 : ��������� �Me-
dieval French, from Latin sepultura, from sepelire �to bury��

seequaecious �si-�kwa• -shəs� adj 1 archaic : inclined to follow
: ��������� 2 : intellectually servile �Latin sequac-, sequax
�inclined to follow,� from sequi �to follow��— seequaecious-
ly adv— seequaceiety �-�kwas-ət-e•� n

seequel ��se•-kwəl� n 1 : an event that follows or comes after-
ward : ������ 2 : a work �as a novel or movie� that continues
a story begun in another �Medieval French sequele, from Latin
sequela, from sequi �to follow��

seequeela �si-�kwel-ə, -�kwe•-lə� n, pl -queelae �-�kwel-�e• , -��•�
-�kwe•-�le•� 1 : an aftereffect of disease or injury 2 : a second-
ary result : ����������� �Latin, �sequel��

1seequence ��se•-kwəns, -�kwens� n 1 : a continuous or connect-
ed series: as a : an extended series of poems united by a single
theme �a sonnet sequence� b : three or more playing cards
usually of the same suit in consecutive order of rank c : a suc-
cession of repetitions of a melodic phrase each in a new position
d : a set of mathematical elements �as numbers� having a defi-
nite order fixed by a rule �the sequence 1, 1, 2, 3, 5, 8, . . . � e
: a succession of scenes developing a single subject or phase of a
film story f : the exact order of bases in a nucleic acid or of
amino acids in a protein 2 : order of succession 3 a : �����-
������ 1, ������ b : a subsequent development 4 : conti-
nuity of progression �derived from Late Latin sequentia �se-
quel,� from Latin sequi �to follow�� synonyms see ������-
����

2sequence vt 1 : to arrange in a sequence 2 : to determine the
sequence of chemical constiuents in �sequence the bases in
DNA�

seequenceer ��se•-kwən-sər, -�kwen-sər� n : a device that deter-
mines a sequence

seequenecy �-kwən-se•� n, pl -cies 1 : �������� 2 2 : ��-
������ 4

seequent ��se•-kwənt� adj : following in time or as an effect �Lat-
in sequens, present participle of sequi �to follow�� — sequent
n

seequenetial �si-�kwen-chəl� adj 1 : of, relating to, or arranged
in a sequence : ������ 1 �sequential file systems� 2 : following
in sequence— seequenetialely �-chə-le•� adv

seequeseter �si-�kwes-tər� vt -tered; -tereing �-tə-ring, -tring�
1 : to set apart : ���������, �������� 2 : to take custody
of �as personal property� until a demand is satisfied �Medieval
French sequestrer, from Late Latin sequestrare �to hand over to
a trustee,� from Latin sequester �third party to whom disputed
property is entrusted, agent,� from secus �beside, otherwise��

seequesetraetion ��se•-kwəs-�tra• -shən, si-�kwes-� n : the act of se-
questering : the state of being sequestered

seequin ��se•-kwən� n 1 : an old gold coin of Italy and Turkey
2 : a spangle used as an ornament on clothes �French, from Ital-
ian zecchino, from zecca �mint,� from Arabic �dar al-� sikka, lit-
erally, �house of the minting die��

seequined or seequinned �-kwənd� adj : ornamented with or as
if with sequins

seequoia �si-�kwo� i-ə� n : either of two huge cone-bearing Cali-
fornia trees that are related the the bald cypresses and reach a
height of over 300 feet �90 meters�: a : ����� ������� b
: ������� �Sequoya �George Guess�, died 1843, American In-
dian credited with creation of the Cherokee syllabary�

sera plural of �����
seerac �sə-�rak� n : a pinnacle, sharp ridge, or block of ice
among the crevasses of a glacier �French sérac, literally, a kind
of white cheese, from Medieval Latin seracium �whey,� from
Latin serum�

seeraeglio �sə-�ral-yo• � n, pl -glios also -gli �-ye•� : ����� 1a
�Italian serraglio �enclosure, seraglio,� partly from Medieval
Latin serraculum �bar of a door, bolt,� from Late Latin serare
�to bolt�� partly from Turkish saray �palace��

seeraepe or saeraepe �sə-�r�p-e• , -�rap-� n : a col-
orful woolen shawl worn over the shoulder es-
pecially by Mexican men �Mexican Spanish sa-
rape�

sereaph ��ser-əf� n, pl sereaephim �-ə-�fim� or
seraphs : an angel of the highest order �Late
Latin seraphim �seraphs,� from Hebrew
s’,ra•ph:•m�

Serb ��sərb� n 1 : a native or inhabitant of Ser-
bia 2 : ������� 2 �Serbian Srbin �pl. Srbi��—
Serb adj

Serebiean ��sər-be•-ən� n 1 : ���� 1 2 : a Slavic
language spoken by the Serbian people and
written in the Cyrillic alphabet— Serbian adj

Serebo–Croeatian ��sər-bo• -kro• -�a• -shən� n 1
: the Serbian and Croatian languages together
with the Slavic speech of Bosnia, Herzegovina,
and Montenegro taken as a single language
with regional variants 2 : one whose native
language is Serbo-Croatian — Serbo–
Croatian adj

sere ��siər� adj : being dried and withered �sere
leaves� �Old English se•ar �dry��

1sereeenade ��ser-ə-�na•d� n 1 a : a complimentary vocal or in-
strumental performance� esp : one given outdoors at night for a
woman b : a work so performed 2 : a work for chamber mu-
sic orchestra resembling a suite �French sérénade, from Italian
serenata, from sereno �clear, calm �of weather�,� from Latin ser-
enus�

2serenade vb : to entertain with or perform a serenade— seree-
nadeer n

sereenedipeietous ��ser-ən-�dip-ət-əs� adj : obtained or charac-
terized by serendipity �serendipitous discoveries�

sereenedipeiety ��ser-ən-�dip-ət-e•� n : the gift of accidentally
finding valuable or agreeable things �from its possession by the
heroes of the Persian fairy tale The Three Princes of Serendip�

1seerene �sə-�re•n� adj 1 a : being clear and free of storms �se-
rene skies� b : shining bright and steady 2 : marked by utter
calm : �������� 3 : ������ � used as part of a title �Your
Serene Highness� �Latin serenus� synonyms see ���� — se-
reneely adv — seereneeness �-�re•n-nəs� n

2serene n 1 : a serene condition or expanse �as of sky, sea, or
light� 2 : ��������, ������������

seereneiety �sə-�ren-ət-e•� n : the quality or state of being serene
serf ��sərf� n : a member of a servile feudal class bound to the

septic tank

serape

septicemia O serf 890
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on the first floor� c : the occupants of a story 4 : the surface
of a structure on which one travels �the floor of a bridge� 5 a
: a main level space �as in a legislative chamber� distinguished
from a platform or gallery b : the right to speak from one�s
place in an assembly �the senator has the floor� 6 : a lower
limit �as of prices� �Old English flo• r�

2floor vt 1 : to cover with a floor or flooring 2 a : to knock to
the floor b : �����, ��������� �the news floored us�

flooreboard ��flo• r-�bo• rd, �flo�r-�bo�rd� n 1 : a board in a floor 2
: the floor of an automobile

floor exercise n : a gymnastic event in which participants per-
form various ballet and tumbling feats on a floor mat

flooreing ��flo• r-ing, �flo�r-� n 1 : ����� 1 2 : material for
floors

floor lamp n : a tall lamp that stands on the floor
floor leader n : a member of a legislative body chosen by a par-
ty to have charge of its organization and strategy on the floor

floor show n : a series of acts presented in a nightclub
floorewalkeer ��flo• r-�wo� -kər, �flo�r-� n : a person employed in a
retail store to oversee the salespeople and aid customers

flooezy ��fl�-ze•� n, pl floozies : a woman of loose morals �origin
unknown�

1flop ��fl�p� vb flopped; flopeping 1 : to swing or bounce
loosely : flap about �a hat brim flopping in the wind� 2 a : to
throw oneself down heavily, clumsily, or in a completely re-
laxed manner �flop into the chair� b : to throw or drop sud-
denly and usually heavily or noisily �flopped the bundles onto
the table� 3 : to fail completely �the play flopped� �alteration
of 2flap�

2flop n 1 : an act or sound of flopping 2 : a complete failure
: ��� �the play was a flop�

3flop adv : �����, �������� �fall flop on my face�
flopehouse �-�hau� s� n : a cheap rooming house or hotel
flopepy ��fl�p-e•� adj flopepieer; -est : tending to flop� esp : be-
ing soft and flexible �a hat with a floppy brim�

floppy disk n : a thin flexible disk with a magnetic coating on
which data for a computer can be stored

floera ��flo• r-ə, �flo�r-� n, pl floras also floerae �-�e• , -��•� : plant or
bacterial life especially of a region, period, or environment
�studied the flora of Hawaii� �the intestinal flora� � compare
����� �Latin Flora, Roman goddess of flowers�

floeral ��flo• r-əl, �flo�r-� adj : of or relating to flowers or a flora
�Latin flor-, flos �flower��— floeralely �-ə-le•� adv

Floreence flask ��flo�r-əns-, �fl�r-� n : a round usually flat�
bottomed glass laboratory vessel with a long neck �Flor-
ence, Italy� from the use of flasks of this shape for Italian
wines�

floeresecence �flo� -�res-ns, flə-� n : a state or period of being in
bloom or flourishing �the highest florescence of a civilization�
�Latin florescere �to begin to bloom,� from flore•re �to blossom,
flourish��— floeresecent �-nt� adj

floeret ��flo• r-ət, �flo�r-� n : a small flower� esp : one of the small
flowers forming the head of a plant of the composite family

flori- combining form : flower or flowers �florigen� �Latin flor-,
flos �flower��

floreid ��flo�r-əd, �fl�r-� adj 1 : excessively flowery in style : ��-
���� �florid writing� 2 : tinged with red : ����� �a florid
complexion� �Latin floridus �blooming, flowery,� from flore•re
�to blossom, flourish�� — floerideiety �flə-�rid-ət-e• , flo� -� n —
floreidely ��flo�r-əd-le• , �fl�r-� adv— floreideness n

floerifeereous �flo� -�rif-rəs, -ə-rəs� adj : bearing flowers� esp
: blooming freely— floerifeereouseness n

floeriegen ��flo• r-ə-jən, �flo�r-, �fl�r-� n : a plant hormone that pro-
motes flowering

florein �flo�r-ən, �fl�r-, �flo• r-� n 1 a : an old gold coin first struck
at Florence in 1252 b : any of various former gold coins of Eu-
ropean countries patterned after the Florentine florin 2 a : a
former British silver coin worth two shillings b : any of several
similar coins issued in parts of the Commonwealth of Nations
3 : ������ �Medieval French, from Italian fiorino, from fiore
�flower,� from Latin flor-, flos� from the lily on the first florins�

floerist ��flo• r-əst, �flo�r-, �fl�r-� n : a person who sells flowers and
ornamental plants

floerisetic �flo� -�ris-tik� adj : ������ — floerisetiecalely �-ti-kə-
le• , -kle•� adv

1floss ��fl�s, �flo�s� n 1 a : soft thread of silk or mercerized cot-
ton for embroidery b : ������ ����� 2 : fluffy fibrous mate-
rial� esp : ���� ������ �probably from French floche �soft,
weak �of silk fibers���

2floss vb : to use or clean with dental floss �floss daily�
flossy ��fl�s-e• , �flo�s-� adj flosseieer; -est 1 a : of, relating to,
or having the characteristics of floss b : ����� 2 2 : stylish
or glamorous especially at first impression �slick flossy writing�

floetaetion also floaetaetion �flo• -�ta• -shən� n 1 : the act, process,
or state of floating 2 : the separation of the particles of a mass
of pulverized ore according to their relative capacity for float-
ing on a given liquid

floetilela �flo• -�til-ə� n 1 : a fleet of ships� esp : a navy unit con-
sisting of two or more squadrons of small warships �Spanish,
from flota �fleet,� from Medieval French flote, from Old Norse
floti�

flotesam ��fl�t-səm� n : floating wreckage of a ship or its cargo
�Medieval French floteson, from floter �to float,� of Germanic
origin�

1flounce ��flau�ns� vi 1 : to move with exaggerated jerky motions
2 : to go with sudden determination �flounced out of the room
in anger� �perhaps of Scandinavian origin�

2flounce n : an act or instance of flouncing
3flounce vt : to trim or finish with a flounce
4flounce n : a strip of fabric attached by the upper edge �a wide
flounce at the bottom of the skirt� �alteration of Middle English
frouncen �to curl��

1flouneder ��flau�n-dər� n, pl flounder or flounders : ���������
esp : any of various important marine food fishes �Middle En-
glish, of Scandinavian origin�

2flounder vi flounedered; flounedereing �-də-ring, -dring� : to
struggle or proceed clumsily �flounder in the deep snow� �prob-
ably alteration of founder�

1flour ��flau� r� n 1 a : finely ground powdery meal of wheat usu-
ally largely freed from bran b : a similar meal of any cereal
grain or edible seed 2 : a fine soft powder �Middle English,
�flower, best of anything, flour��

2flour vt : to coat with flour
flour beetle n : any of several usually elongated flattened brown
beetles that typically feed on and lay eggs in grain products �as
flour�

1floureish �flər-ish, �flə-rish� vb 1 : to grow luxuriantly : ������
2 a : to achieve success : ������� b : to be active or promi-
nent �flourished around 1850� 3 : to make bold and sweeping
gestures 4 : to wield with dramatic gestures : ��������
�flourish a sword� �Medieval French floriss-, stem of florir �to
flourish,� from Latin flore•re, from flor-, flos �flower��

2flourish n 1 : an act or instance of brandishing or waving 2 a
: a flowery bit of speech or writing b : an ornamental stroke in
writing c : a decorative or finishing detail �a house with clever
little flourishes� 3 : ������� 4 : a period of thriving 5 : dra-
matic action �introduced them with a flourish� 6 : a sudden
burst �a flourish of activity�

floury ��flau� r-e•� adj 1 : of, relating to, or resembling flour 2
: covered with flour

flout ��flau� t� vb 1 : to treat with contemptuous disregard
: ����� �flouting their parents� advice� 2 : to indulge in scorn-
ful behavior �probably from Middle English flouten �to play the
flute,� from floute �flute�� synonyms see ������— flouteer
n

1flow ��flo• � vi 1 a : to issue or move in a stream b : to move
with a continual shifting of the constituent particles �the molas-
ses flowed slowly� 2 : ���� �the tide ebbs and flows� 3
: ������ �a land that flows with milk and honey� 4 a : to
proceed smoothly and readily �the words flowed from my
mouth� b : to have a smooth uninterrupted continuity 5 : to
hang loose and billowing �a flag flowing in the breeze� 6 : to
come from as a source 7 : ���������� �Old English flo•wan�
— floweingely �-ing-le•� adv

2flow n 1 : an act of flowing 2 a : ����� 1a b : the flowing in
of the tide �the tide�s ebb and flow� 3 a : a smooth uninter-
rupted movement or progress �a flow of information� b : a
stream of fluid� also : a mass of matter which has flowed when
molten �a lava flow� 4 a : the quantity that flows in a certain
time �the flow of water over a dam� b : ������ 1a, ����� 5
: ������������ 6 : a continuous transfer of energy �a flow
of electricity�

floor O flow365

�ə� abut �au� � out �i� tip �o�� saw �u� � foot
�ər� further �ch� chin ��•� life �o� i� coin �y� yet
�a� mat �e� pet �j� job �th� thin �y�� few
�a•� take �e•� easy �ng� sing ��� this �yu� � cure
��� cot, cart �g� go �o• � bone ��� food �zh� vision
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Spelling

Some words can be spelled in different ways.  
These additional spellings are called variants and they  
appear after the headword, following either or or also. 

The word or is used when the variant is as  
common as the main entry word.

The word also is used when the variant is 
less common than the entry word.

logegia ��l�j-e•-ə, �lo• -j�� n : a roofed
gallery open on at least one side
�Italian, from Medieval French loge
�lodge, hut��

logeic ��l�j-ik� n 1 : a science that
deals with the rules and tests of
sound thinking and proof by reason-
ing 2 : ��������� 1� esp : sound
reasoning �no logic in that remark�
3 : connection �as of facts or events�
in a way that seems reasonable �the
logic of a situation� 4 : the ar-
rangement of circuit elements �as in
a computer� needed for computa-
tion �Medieval French logique, from
Latin logica, from Greek logike• ,
from logos �reason��— loegiecian �lo• -�jish-ən� n

logeiecal ��l�j-i-kəl� adj 1 : of or relating to logic : used in logic
2 : conforming to or consistent with the rules of logic �a logical
argument� 3 : skilled in logic �a logical thinker� 4 : being in
agreement with what may be reasonably expected �a logical re-
sult of an action�— logeiecalely �-kə-le• , -kle•� adv— logeiecal-
ness �-kəl-nəs� n

log in vi : ��� ��— log–in ��lo�g-�in, �l�g-� n
loegisetics �lo• -�jis-tiks� n sing or pl 1 : a branch of military sci-
ence dealing with the procurement, maintenance, and transpor-
tation of military matériel, facilities, and personnel 2 : the
handling of the details of an operation �French, literally, �art of
calculating,� from Greek logistike• , from logizein �to calculate,�
from logos �reason�� — loegisetic �-tik� or loegisetiecal �-ti-
kəl� adj— loegisetiecalely �-ti-kə-le• , -kle•� adv

logejam ��lo�g-� jam, �l�g-� n 1 : a jumble of logs jammed togeth-
er in a watercourse 2 : ������� 2

Logo ��lo• -go• � n : a simplified language for programming and
communicating with a computer that uses drawing on a display
screen as a tool for teaching programming principles �probably
derived from Greek logos �word, speech, reason��

log on vi : to make a connection with a computer or network
�she logged on to the Internet�— log–on ��lo�g-�o�n, �l�g-��n� n

Loegos ��lo• -�g�s, -�go• s� n : the divine wisdom manifest in the cre-
ation, government, and redemption of the world and often iden-
tified with the second person of the Trinity �Greek, �speech,
word, reason��

logerolleing ��lo�g-�ro• -ling, �l�g-� n 1 : the trading of votes by
legislators to secure favorable action on projects of interest to
each one 2 : the rolling of logs in water by treading� also : a
sport in which individuals treading logs try to dislodge one an-
other— logerolleer �-�ro• -lər� n

-logue or -log ��lo�g, �l�g� n combining form 1 : discourse : talk
�duologue� 2 : student : specialist �French -logue, derived
from Greek -logos, from legein �to speak��

logewood ��lo�g-�wu�d, �l�g-� n : a Central American and West In-
dian tree of the legume family� also : its hard brown or brown-
ish red heartwood used in dyeing or an extract of this

loegy ��lo• -ge•� adj loegieer; -est : marked by sluggishness and
lack of vitality �perhaps from Dutch log �heavy��

-leoegy �l-ə-je•� n combining form 1 : oral or written expression
�phraseology� 2 : doctrine : theory : science �ethnology�
�Greek -logia, from logos �word, speech, reason��

loin ��lo� in� n 1 a : the part of the body on each side of the spi-
nal column and between the hip and the lower ribs b : a cut of
meat comprising this part of one or both sides of a carcass with
the adjoining half of the vertebrae included but without the
flank 2 pl a : the pubic region b : the organs of reproduc-
tion �Middle French loigne, derived from Latin lumbus�

loinecloth �-�klo� th� n : a cloth worn about the loins often as the
sole article of clothing in warm climates

loieter ��lo� it-ər� vi 1 : to interrupt or delay an activity with aim-
less idle stops and pauses 2 a : to hang around idly b : to lag
behind �Middle English loiteren�— loietereer �-ər-ər� n

loll ��l�l� vb 1 : to hang or let hang loosely : ����� 2 : to act
or move in a lax, lazy, or indolent manner : ������ �loll
around in the sun� �Middle English lollen� synonyms see ����

loleliepop or lolelyepop ��l�l-e•-�p�p� n : a lump of hard candy on
the end of a stick �perhaps from English dialect lolly �tongue� +
2pop�

in the Po valley 2 : a native or inhabitant of Lombardy �Medi-
eval French, from Italian Lombardo, from Latin Langobardus�

Lomebaredy poplar ��l�m-�b�rd-e• , -bərd-� n : a tall slender pop-
lar of European origin that tapers at the top and has strongly as-
cending upright branches �Lombardy, Italy�

loement ��lo• -�ment, -mənt� n : a dry fruit resembling a pod that
has constrictions between the seeds and that breaks into one�
seeded segments at maturity �Latin lomentum �wash made
from bean meal,� from lavere �to wash��

lone ��lo•n� adj 1 a : having no company : �������� �a lone
traveler� b : preferring solitude 2 : ���� 2, ���� �the lone
theater in town� 3 : situated by itself : �������� �Middle En-
glish, short for alone�— loneeness ��lo•n-nəs� n

loneely ��lo•n-le•� adj loneelieer; -est 1 : being without company

loneesome ��lo•n-səm� adj 1 : sad from lack of companionship
or separation from others 2 a : not often visited or traveled
over �a lonesome stretch of highway� b : lacking companion-
ship : separated from others of its kind : ���� synonyms see
����� — loneesomeely adv — loneesomeeness n

lone wolf n : a person who prefers to work, act, or live alone
1long ��lo�ng� adj longeer ��lo�ng-gər�� longeest ��lo�ng-gəst� 1

: of great or greater than usual extent from end to end �a long
corridor� 2 a : having a specified length �six feet long� b
: forming the chief linear dimension �the long side of the table�
3 a : lasting for a considerable or a specified time �a long
friendship� �two hours long� b : prolonged beyond the usual

2long adv 1 : for or during a long time �long a popular hangout�
2 : for the duration of a specified period �all summer long� 3
: at a distant point of time �long before we arrived� � so long
: ����-���

3long vi longed; longeing ��lo�ng-ing� : to feel a strong desire or
wish : ����� �longing to return home� �Old English langian�
synonyms ����, �����, ������, ���� mean to have a
strong desire for something. ���� implies wishing with one�s
whole heart and often striving to attain �longed for some rest�.
����� suggests an eager, restless, or painful longing �yearned
to be understood�. ������ suggests an uneasiness due to an
unsatisfied and often unreasonable appetite or desire �han-
kered for complete approval�. ���� implies a languishing or
fruitless longing �always pining for something better�.

long ball n : ���� ���
longeboat ��lo�ng-�bo• t� n : a large boat carried on a ship
long bone n : one of the bones supporting a vertebrate limb and

longebow ��lo�ng-�bo• � n : a wooden bow held vertically that is
drawn by hand

long–day adj : flowering or developing to maturity only in re-
sponse to alternating long light and short dark periods � com-
pare ���-�������, �����-���

1

2long–distance adv : by long-distance telephone

L loggia

loggia O long-distance561
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≤a lonely hiker≥ 2 : desolate ≤a lonely spot≥ 3 : sad from 
being alone 

time ≤a long look≥ c : lasting too long ≤a long explanation≥ 4 
a : containing many items in a series ≤a long list≥ b : having a 
specified number of units ≤300 pages long≥ 5 a : being a sylla-
ble or speech sound of relatively great duration b : being the 
member of a pair of similarly spelled vowel or vowel-containing 
sounds that is descended from a vowel long in duration ≤long 
a in fate≥ 6 : having the capacity to reach, travel, or extend a 
considerable distance ≤a long ball≥ 7 : larger or longer than 
the standard 8 a : extending far into the future ≤take a long 
view of things≥ b : extending beyond what is known ≤a long 
guess≥ 9 : strong in or well furnished with something ≤long 
on common sense≥ 10 : of an unusual degree of difference 
between the amounts wagered on each side ≤long odds≥ [Old 
English long, lang] at long last : after a long wait

consisting of a long nearly cylinder-shaped shaft that ends in 
enlarged heads that each form a joint with another bone

 long–dis•tance \-Çdis-tÑns\ adj 1 : of or relating to telephone 
communication with a distant point especially outside a specified 
area 2 a : located a long distance away b : going or covering 
a long distance c : conducted or effective over long distance

Lomebard ��l�m-�b�rd, -bərd� n 1 : a member of a Germanic
people that invaded Italy in �.�. 568 and established a kingdom

synonyms see alone ó lone•li•ness n

 log out or log off vb : to terminate a connection with a com-
puter or system

—

ing or exhibiting knowledge that is restricted to a small group
: ��������� �esoteric terminology� �esoteric strategies� 2 a
: limited to a small group �engaging in esoteric pursuits� b
: ������� 2b, ������������ �an esoteric purpose� 3 : of spe-
cial or unusual interest �esoteric building materials� �Late Latin
esotericus, from Greek eso• terikos, from eso• tero• , comparative of
eiso• , eso• �within��— eseoetereiecalely �-�ter-i-kə-le• , -kle•� adv

ESP ��e•-�es-�pe•� n : ������������ ����������
esepaedrille ��es-pə-�dril� n : a flat sandal usually having a fabric
upper and a flexible sole �French�

esepaleier �is-�pal-yər, -�ya•� n : a plant �as a fruit tree� trained to
grow flat against a support �as a wall or trellis� �French�— es-
palier vt

esepareto �is-�p�rt-o• � n, pl -tos : either of two Spanish and Alge-
rian grasses from which cordage, shoes, baskets, and paper are
made � called also esparto grass �Spanish�

esepeecial �is-�pesh-əl� adj 1 a : directed toward a particular
individual, group, or end �took especial care to speak clearly�
b : unusually great or significant �a decision of especial impor-
tance� 2 : ���������� 3 �had no especial destination in
mind� �Medieval French, �special��— esepeecialely �-�pesh-le• ,
-ə-le•� adv

Esepeeraneto ��es-pə-�rant-o• , -�r�nt-� n : an artificial internation-
al language based as far as possible on words common to the
chief European languages �Dr. Esperanto, pseudonym of L. L.
Zamenhof, died 1917, Polish oculist, its inventor�

esepieal �is-�p�•-əl, -�p�•l� n 1 : an act of spying or watching 2
: an act of noticing

esepieoenage ��es-pe•-ə-�n�zh, -nij, -�n�j� n : the practice of spy-
ing or the use of spies to obtain information about the plans and
activities especially of a foreign government or a business com-
petitor �French espionnage, from Medieval French espionner
�to spy,� from espion �spy,� from Italian spione, from spia
�spy,� of Germanic origin�

eseplaenade ��es-plə-�n�d, -�na•d� n : a level open stretch or area�
esp : one designed for walking or driving along a shore �French�

esepouse �is-�pau�z also -�pau� s� vt 1 : ����� 2 : to take up
the cause of : �������— esepouseer n

espreseso �e-�spres-o• � also exepreseso n : coffee brewed by
forcing steam or hot water through finely ground darkly roast-
ed coffee beans �Italian caffè espresso, literally, �coffee made on
the spot��

eseprit �is-�pre•� n : lively cleverness or wit �French, from Medi-
eval French espirit, Latin spiritus �spirit��

eseprit de corps �is-�pre•d-ə-�ko• r, -�ko�r� n : the common spirit
existing in the members of a group and inspiring enthusiasm,
devotion, and strong regard for the honor of the group �French�

esepy �is-�p�•� vt esepied �-�p�•d�� esepyeing : to catch sight of
�Medieval French espier �to spy,� of Germanic origin�

-esque ��esk� adj suffix : in the manner or style of : like �Ro-
manesque� �statuesque� �French, from Italian -esco, of Ger-
manic origin�

esequire ��es-�kw�•r, is-�� n 1 : a member of the English gentry
ranking immediately below a knight 2 : a candidate for
knighthood serving as attendant to a knight 3 often cap �
used as a courtesy title usually placed in its abbreviated form af-
ter a surname �as of an attorney� �John M. Doe, Esq.� �Medi-
eval French esquier �squire��

-ess �əs, is also �es� n suffix : female �poetess� �Medieval French
-esse, from Late Latin -issa, from Greek�

1esesay �e-�sa• , �es-�a•� vt : to make an often tentative effort to per-
form : ��� �essayed the role of mediator�

2esesay ��es-�a• , in sense 1 also e-�sa•� n 1 : �������� esp : an ini-
tial tentative effort 2 : a usually short analytic or interpreta-
tive literary composition dealing with its subject from a limited
or personal point of view �Middle French essai, derived from
Late Latin exagium �act of weighing,� from Latin ex- + agere
�to drive��

esesayeist ��es-�a• -əst� n : a writer of essays
esesence ��es-ns� n 1 : the basic nature of a thing : the quality
or qualities that make a thing what it is �the essence of honesty
is truthfulness� 2 : a substance extracted �as from a plant or
drug� that retains the special qualities of its source �essence of
peppermint� 3 : ������� 1, ����� �Latin essentia, from esse
�to be��

Esesene �is-�e•n, �es-�� n : a member of a monastic brotherhood

of Jews in Palestine from the 2nd century �.�. to the 2nd centu-
ry �.�. �Greek Esse•nos�

1esesenetial �i-�sen-chəl� adj 1 : forming or belonging to the
fundamental nature of a thing �free speech is an essential right
of citizenship� 2 : containing or having the character of a vol-
atile essence �essential oils� 3 : important in the highest degree
: ��������� �food is essential to life� — esesenetiealeiety
�-�sen-che•-�al-ət-e•� n — esesenetialely �-�sench-le• , -ə-le•� adv —
esesenetialeness �-əl-nəs� n
synonyms ���������, �����������, ����� mean so im-
portant as to be indispensable. ��������� implies belonging to
the very nature of a thing and therefore being incapable of re-
moval without destroying the thing itself or its character �con-
flict is essential to drama�. ����������� suggests something
that is of the nature of a foundation without which an entire
system or complex whole would collapse �the fundamental
principles of a democracy�. ����� suggests that which is as
necessary to continuance as air, food, and water are to living
things �resources vital to security�. synonyms see in addi-
tion ���������

2essential n : something basic, necessary, or indispensable �the
essentials for success�

essential amino acid n : an amino acid that is necessary for
proper growth of the animal body and that cannot be manufac-
tured by the body in sufficient quantity but must be obtained
from protein food

1-est �əst, ist� adj suffix or adv suffix� used to form the superla-
tive degree of adjectives and adverbs of one syllable �fattest�
�latest� and of some adjectives and adverbs of two or more syl-
lables �luckiest� �beggarliest� �Old English�

2-est �əst, ist� or -st �st� vb suffix� used to form the archaic sec-
ond person singular of verbs �with thou� �gettest� �didst�
�canst� �Old English�

esetabelish �is-�tab-lish� vb 1 : to enact permanently �establish
a constitution� 2 : to make firm or stable �establish a statue on
its base� 3 a : to bring into existence : ����� �establish a re-
public� b : to bring about : ������ �establish a good relation-
ship� 4 a : to set on a firm basis : ��� �� �established their
children in business� b : to put into a favorable position �the
established order� c : to gain full recognition or acceptance of
�establish a claim� 5 : to put beyond doubt : ����� �establish
one�s innocence� 6 : to become naturalized �a grass that estab-
lishes on poor soil� �Medieval French establiss-, stem of establir
�to establish,� from Latin stabilire, from stabilis �stable��— es-
tabelisheer n

established church n : a church recognized by law as the offi-
cial church of a nation

esetabelishement �is-�tab-lish-mənt� n 1 a : the act of estab-
lishing : the state or fact of being established b : the granting
of a privileged position �establishment of a church� 2 : a per-
manent civil or military organization 3 : a place of business or
residence with its furnishings and staff �a dry-cleaning estab-
lishment� 4 : an established order of society� also, often cap
: the social, economic, and political leaders of such an order

esetanecia �es-�t�ns-y�� n : a South American cattle ranch or
stock farm �American Spanish, from Spanish, �stay, room��

1esetate �is-�ta•t� n 1 : ����� 1a, ��������� 2 : social standing
or rank especially of a high order 3 : a social or political class�
esp : one of the great classes �as the nobility, clergy, and com-
mons� formerly having distinct political powers 4 a : the na-
ture and extent of one�s interest in property b : �����������,
��������� esp : a person�s property in land and tenements c
: the assets and liabilities left by a person at death 5 : a usually
extensive landed property often with a large house 6 : ���� 1,
����������� also : �������� �Medieval French estat, from
Latin status �state��

2estate adj : previously owned by another and usually of high
quality �estate jewelry�

1eseteem �is-�te•m� n : the regard in which someone or something
is held� esp : high regard

2esteem vt 1 a : to view as : �������� �esteem it a privilege�
b : ����� 3a, ������� 2 : to set a high value on : ����� �Me-
dieval French estimer �to estimate,� from Latin aestimare�
synonyms see ������

eseter ��es-tər� n : an organic compound formed by the reaction
between an acid and an alcohol �German, from Essig�ther �eth-
yl acetate,� from Essig �vinegar� + �ther �ether��

eseterease ��es-tə-�ra•s� n : an enzyme that accelerates the break-
down or synthesis of esters
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es£pous£al \is-Çpaò-zÑl  also -sÑl\ n  1 a : betrothal b : wed-
ding 1 c : marriage 2 : a taking up of a cause or belief
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of entertainment �give a party� 6 : to designate as a share or
portion : ����� 7 : ���������, ������� �gave the credit to
you� 8 : to grant as true : ������ 9 : to yield as a product or
result �cows give milk� 10 : ��� �give a fair price� 11 a : to
deliver by bodily action �gave it a push� b : to carry out �a
movement� : ������� �gave a sudden leap� c : to award by
formal verdict �give judgment� 12 : to offer for consideration
or acceptance �give a reason� 13 : to apply fully : ������
�give oneself to a cause� 14 : to cause one to have or receive
�gave pleasure to the reader� 15 : to make gifts or donations
�better to give than to receive� �give blood� 16 a : to yield to
physical force or strain b : to collapse from the application of
force or pressure �Middle English given, of Scandinavian origin�
— giveer ��giv-ər� n � give birth : to have a baby � give
birth to : to bring forth : ����� give ground : to withdraw
before superior force : ������� � give rise to : to be the
cause or source of : ������� � give the lie to : to show to
be false � give way 1 a : ������� b : to yield the right of
way 2 : to yield oneself without restraint or control 3 a
: �������� 3, ���� b : ������� 2
synonyms ����, �������, ������, ������, ������, ��-
���� mean to hand over to someone without expecting some-
thing in return. ���� is the general term applying to delivering,
passing over, or transmitting in any manner �give me those
cups� �give a gift to a friend�. ������� implies more ceremo-
ny or formality and suggests a degree of complexity or value in
what is given �presented a trophy to the winner�. ������ im-
plies a free but usually publicized giving, as to charity �donat-
ed new uniforms for the school band�. ������ implies the
conveying of something as a gift and may suggest condescen-
sion on the part of the giver �bestow unwanted advice�. ���-
��� implies a gracious giving �as of a favor or honor� �confer
an honorary degree�. ������ implies a giving or bestowing
usually as a natural consequence of the character of the giver
�the trees afford shade� �a development that affords us some
hope�.

2give n 1 : capacity or tendency to yield to force or strain 2
: the quality or state of being springy

give–and–take ��giv-ən-�ta•k� n 1 : the practice of making mu-
tual concessions 2 : a good-natured exchange of ideas

giveeaway ��giv-ə-�wa•� n 1 : an unintentional revelation or be-
trayal 2 : something given away free� esp : ������� 1c 3 : a
radio or television program on which prizes are given away

give away ��giv-ə-�wa•� vt 1 : to deliver �a bride� ceremonially
to the bridegroom at a wedding 2 a : to expose to detection or
ridicule : ������ b : ������ 1, ��������

give back vb 1 : ������� 1 2 : ������ 5, �������
give in vi : ����� 5, ���������

1giveen ��giv-ən� adj 1 : ��������, �������� �given to gossip-
ing� 2 : ����� 1c, ��������� �at a given time� 3 : granted as
true : �������

2given n : something taken for granted : a basic assumption
given name n : a first name
give off vt : ���� 1a �gave off a sweet smell�
give out vb 1 : ���� 1 2 : ����� 2b �give out new books� 3
: to become exhausted : �������� 4 : to break down

give up vb 1 : to yield control or possession of : ���������
2 : to abandon �oneself� to a feeling, influence, or activity 3
: to withdraw from an activity or course of action

gizemo also gisemo ��giz-mo• � n, pl gizmos also gismos : ���-
��� �origin unknown�

gizezard ��giz-ərd� n : a muscular enlargement of the digestive
passage �as of a bird or insect� that usually follows the crop and
has a horny lining for grinding the food �Middle English giser,
from Medieval French gesir, giser, from Latin gigeria �giblets��

glaebrous ��gla• -brəs� adj : having a surface without hairs or pro-
jections : ������ �glabrous leaves� �Latin glaber �smooth,
bald��— glaebrouseness n

glaecé �gla-�sa•� adj 1 : made or finished so as to have a smooth
glossy surface 2 : coated with a glaze : ������� �French,
from glacer �to freeze, ice, glaze,� derived from Latin glacies
�ice��

glaecial ��gla• -shəl� adj 1 a : extremely cold : ������ b : lack-
ing warmth and cordiality 2 a : of, relating to, or produced by
glaciers b (1) : of, relating to, or being any of those parts of
geologic time when a large portion of the earth was covered by
glaciers (2) cap : �����������— glaecialely �-shə-le•� adv

glaecieate ��gla• -she•-�a•t� vt 1 : to cover with a glacier 2 : to sub-

ject to glacial action� also : to produce glacial effects in or on—
glaecieaetion ��gla• -she•-�a• -shən, -se•-� n

glaecier ��gla• -shər� n : a large body of ice moving slowly down a
slope or valley or spreading outward on a land surface �French,
from Middle French dialect, from glace �ice,� from Latin gla-
cies�

glaecieoleoegy ��gla• -she•-��l-ə-je• , -se•-� n : a branch of science
dealing with snow or ice accumulation, glaciation, and glacial
epochs— glaecieoleoegist �-jəst� n

1glad ��glad� adj gladeder; gladedest 1 a : experiencing plea-
sure, joy, or delight : made happy b : made pleased, satisfied,
or grateful �was glad of their help� c : very willing �glad to do
it� 2 a : marked by, expressive of, or caused by happiness �a
glad shout� b : causing happiness and joy : �������� �glad
tidings� 3 : full of brightness and cheerfulness �Old English
gl�d �shining, glad��— gladely adv— gladeness n

2glad n : ���������
gladeden ��glad-n� vt gladedened; gladedeneing ��glad-ning,
-n-ing� : to make glad

glade ��gla•d� n : a grassy open space in a forest �perhaps from
1glad�

gladeieaetor ��glad-e•-�a•t-ər� n 1 : a person engaged in a fight to
the death for public entertainment in ancient Rome 2 : a per-
son engaging in a fierce fight or controversy �Latin, from gla-
dius �sword,� of Celtic origin� — gladeieaetoerieal ��glad-e•-ə-
�to• r-e•-əl, -�to�r-� adj

gladeieoela ��glad-e•-�o• -lə� n : ��������� �back-formation from
gladiolus, taken as a plural�

gladeieoelus ��glad-e•-�o• -ləs� n, pl -oeli �-le• , -�le• ,
-�l�•� or -oelus also -oelusees 1 : any of a genus
of chiefly African plants related to the irises
with erect sword-shaped leaves and spikes of
brilliantly colored flowers 2 : the large middle
portion of the sternum �Latin, from gladius
�sword��

gladesome ��glad-səm� adj : giving or showing
joy : ��������— gladesomeely adv— glad-
someeness n

gladestone ��glad-�sto•n� n, often cap : a traveling
bag with flexible sides on a rigid frame that
opens flat into two compartments �W. E. Glad-
stone, died 1898, British statesman�

glameoreize also glameoureize ��glam-ə-�r�•z� vt
1 : to make glamorous 2 : to look upon as
glamorous — glameoreiezaetion ��glam-ə-rə-
�za• -shən� n— glameoreizeer n

glameoreous also glameoureous ��glam-rəs, -ə-
rəs� adj : excitingly attractive : full of glamour
— glameoreousely adv — glameoreouseness
n

glameour also glameor ��glam-ər� n : a roman-
tic, exciting, and often illusory attractiveness� esp : alluring or
fascinating personal attraction �Scottish glamour �magic spell,�
alteration of English grammar�
Word History In the Middle Ages the meaning of grammar
was not restricted to the study of language but included learn-
ing in general. Since almost all learning was couched in lan-
guage not spoken or understood by the unschooled populace,
it was commonly believed that such subjects as magic and as-
trology were included in this broad sense of grammar. Schol-
ars were often viewed with awe and more than a little suspi-
cion by ordinary people. This connection between grammar
and magic was evident in a number of languages, and in Scot-
land by the 18th century a form of grammar, altered to glamer
or glamour, meant �a magic spell or enchantment.� As glam-
our passed into more extended English usage, it came to mean
�an elusive, mysteriously exciting attractiveness.�

1glance ��glans� vi 1 : to strike something and fly off at an angle
�the bullet glanced off the wall� 2 : to flash or gleam with
quick intermittent rays of light �the pond glanced in the sun-
light� 3 a : to take a quick or hasty look �glanced up from the
book� b : to refer briefly to a subject �Middle English glencen,
glenchen� synonyms see �����— glanceingely �-ing-le•� adv

gladiolus
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the action of a filter 2 : to remove by means of a filter 3 : to
pass through or as if through a filter

filetereable also filetraeble ��fil-tə-rə-bəl, -trə-bəl� adj : capable
of being separated by or of passing through a filter �filterable
microorganisms� �a filterable liquid�— filetereabileiety ��fil-tə-
rə-�bil-ət-e• , -trə-�� n

filterable virus n : any of the infectious agents that remain in-
fectious after passing through a filter with pores too fine for a
bacterium to pass through

filter bed n : a bed of sand or gravel for filtering water or sewage
filter feeder n : an animal �as a clam or baleen whale� that ob-
tains its food by filtering organic matter or minute organisms
from a current of water that passes through some part of its
body

filter paper n : porous paper used for filtering
filter tip n : a cigar or cigarette with a tip designed to filter the
smoke before it enters the smoker�s mouth

filth ��filth� n 1 : foul or putrid matter� esp : disgusting dirt or
refuse 2 a : moral corruption b : something that tends to
corrupt or disgust �Old English f¢lth, from fTl �foul��

filthy ��fil-the•� adj filtheieer; -est 1 : covered with or contain-
ing filth : disgustingly dirty 2 a : morally polluted : ����
�filthy politics� b : ������� synonyms see ����� — filth-
iely �-thə-le•� adv— filtheieness �-the•-nəs� n

filetrate ��fil-�tra•t� n : fluid that has passed through a filter
filetraetion �fil-�tra• -shən� n : the act or process of filtering
fin ��fin� n 1 : a thin exter-
nal process of an aquatic
animal �as a fish or whale�
used in propelling or guid-
ing the body 2 a : a fin�
shaped part �as on an air-
plane, boat, or automo-
bile� b : ������� 2 c : a
projecting rib on a radia-
tor or an engine cylinder
�Old English finn� — fin-
like �-�l�•k� adj— finned ��find� adj

fienaegle �fə-�na• -gəl� vb fienaegled; fienaegling �-�na• -gə-ling,
-gling� 1 : to obtain by indirect or involved means 2 : to ob-
tain by trickery �perhaps from fainaigue �to renege�� — fiena-
gler �-gə-lər, -glər� n

1fienal ��f�•n-l� adj 1 a : not to be altered or undone �reached a fi-
nal decision� �all sales are final� b : of or relating to a con-
cluding court action �final decree� 2 : coming at the end : be-
ing the last in a series or process �the final chapter� 3 : being
or relating to an end or purpose �our final goal� �Medieval
French, from Latin finalis, from finis �end, boundary��
synonyms see ����— fienalely ��f�•n-l-e• , �f�•n-le•� adv

2final n : something final: as a : a deciding match, game, or trial
� usually used in plural b : the last examination in a course
� often used in plural

fienaele �fə-�nal-e• , fi-�n�l-� n : the close or termination of some-
thing� esp : the last section of an instrumental musical composi-
tion �Italian, from Latin finalis �final��

fienaleist ��f�•n-l-əst� n : a contestant in the finals of a competition
fienaleiety �f�•-�nal-ət-e• , fə-� n, pl -ties 1 : the character or condi-
tion of being final, settled, or complete 2 : something final

fienaleize ��f�•n-l-��•z� vt : to put in final or finished form
1fienance �fə-�nans, �f�•-�, f�•-�� n 1 pl : liquid resources �as money�
available to a government, business, group, or individual 2
: the system that includes the circulation of money, the grant-
ing of credit, the making of investments, and the provision of
banking facilities 3 : the obtaining of funds or capital : ��-
������� �Middle English, �ending, payment,� from Medieval
French, from finer �to end, pay,� from fin �end,� from Latin fi-
nis�

2finance vt 1 : to raise or provide funds or capital for �finance a
new car� 2 : to sell to or supply on credit �finance farmers un-
til harvest�

finance charge n : a charge for credit that is generally a per-
centage of the amount of credit given

finance company n : a company that specializes in making
small loans usually to individuals

fienanecial �fə-�nan-chəl, f�•-� adj : having to do with finance or
with finances— fienanecialely �-�nanch-le• , -ə-le•� adv
synonyms ���������, ��������, ���������, ������
mean having to do with money. ��������� implies money
matters involving a large scale or some degree of complexity

�financial aspects of a business�. �������� refers to money
as coined, distributed, or circulating �monetary reform�. ��-
������� implies reference to money matters affecting the in-
dividual �pecuniary rewards of an office�. ������ applies to
the financial affairs of a corporation, institution, or state �fis-
cal policy�.

fineanecier ��fin-ən-�siər, fə-�nan-, �f�•-�nan-� n : a person who
deals with finance and investment on a large scale

fineback ��fin-�bak� n : ��� �����
finch ��finch� n : any of numerous songbirds �as sparrows, gros-
beaks, crossbills, goldfinches, and buntings� having a short
stout conical bill adapted for crushing seeds �Old English finc�

1find ��f�•nd� vb found ��fau�nd�� findeing 1 : to encounter some-
one or something by chance �found a penny� 2 : to come upon
by searching or study : �������� �found the answer� 3 : to
obtain by effort or management �find time to do it� 4 : to ar-
rive at : ����� �find one�s place in the world� 5 : to make a
decision and declare it �find a verdict� 6 : to know by experi-
ence �people found them honest� 7 : to gain or regain the use
of �find one�s feet after an illness� 8 : �������, ������ �find
room for a guest� �Old English findan� � find fault : to criti-
cize unfavorably

2find n 1 : an act or instance of finding 2 : something found�
esp : a valuable discovery

findeer ��f�•n-dər� n : one that finds: as a : a small telescope at-
tached to a larger one for finding an object b : a device on a
camera that shows the view being photographed by the camera
� called also viewfinder

fin de sièecle ��fa�-də-se•-�ekl� adj 1 : of, relating to, or charac-
teristic of the close of the 19th century 2 : of or relating to the
end of a century �French, �end of the century�� — fin de
siècle n

finding n 1 a : the act of one that finds b : ���� 2 2 : the re-
sult of a judicial proceeding or investigation

find out vt 1 : to learn by study or observation 2 : to catch do-
ing something bad �the criminal was found out�

1fine ��f�•n� n : a sum of money to be paid as punishment for an of-
fense �Medieval French fin �end, fine,� from Latin finis �end,
limit, boundary��

2fine vt : to impose a fine on : punish by a fine
3fine adj 1 a : free from impurity b : having a stated propor-
tion of pure metal in the composition �silver 800z1000 fine� 2 a
: very thin in gauge or texture �fine thread� b : not coarse
�fine sand� c : very small �fine print� d : very accurate or
precise �fine adjustments� 3 : subtle or sensitive in perception
or discrimination �a fine distinction� 4 : superior in quality,
conception, or appearance : ��������� �a fine musician� 5
:marked by or affecting elegance or refinement �finemanners�
6 : to one�s liking : ��������� �that�s fine with me� 7 : very
well �feel fine� �Medieval French fin, from Latin finis �end, lim-
it��— fineely adv— fineeness ��f�•n-nəs� n

4fine adv : very well : ������ �did fine on the test�
5fiene ��fe•-�na•� n : ����used as a direction in music to mark the
closing point after a repeat �Italian, from Latin finis �end��

fine art n : art �as sculpture or music� concerned primarily with
the creation of beautiful objects � usually used in plural

fineery ��f�•n-re• , -ə-re•� n, pl -ereies : �������� 1a, ������-
����� esp : showy clothing and jewels

fines ��f�•nz� n pl : finely crushed or powdered material �as ore or
coal�

1fienesse �fə-�nes� n 1 : refinement or delicacy of workmanship
or composition �a painting done with finesse� 2 : skillful han-
dling of a situation 3 : the withholding of one�s highest card or
trump in the hope that a lower card will take the trick because
the only opposing higher card is in the hand of an opponent
who has already played �Middle French, from fin �fine��

2finesse vb 1 a : to make a finesse in playing cards b : to play
�a card� as a finesse 2 a : to bring about by shrewd maneuver-
ing b : to avoid skillfully : ����� �finessed the hard issues�

finefish ��fin-�fish� n : ���� 1b
1fineger ��fing-gər� n 1 : one of the five divisions of the end of
the hand� esp : one other than the thumb 2 a : something that
resembles or does the work of a finger b : a part of a glove into
which a finger is inserted 3 : the width of a finger �Old En-
glish�— finegered adj— finegerelike �-�l�•k� adj

2finger vb finegered; finegereing ��fing-gə-ring, -gring� 1 : to
touch with the fingers : ������ 2 : to perform with the fin-
gers or with a certain fingering 3 : to mark the notes of a piece

fin 1: 1 pectoral, 2 pelvic, 3, 4 dorsal,
5 caudal, 6 anal
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difficult �a tough problem� 5 : �����, ������� �a tough
neighborhood� 6 : free from softness or sentimentality �a
tough critic�� esp : marked by firm uncompromising determina-
tion �a tough foreign policy� �Old English to•h� synonyms see
������ — toughely adv — tougheness n

2tough n : a vicious and unruly person� also : �����
tougheen ��təf-ən� vb tougheened; tougheeneing ��təf-ning, -ə-
ning� : to make or become tough

tougheie also toughy ��təf-e•� n, pl toughies : one that is tough:
as a : a loud rough rowdy person b : a difficult problem or
question

tough–mindeed ��təf-�m�•n-dəd� adj : realistic or unsentimental
in temper or point of view— tough–mindeedeness n

touepee �t�-�pa•� n : a usually small wig or hairpiece for a man
�French toupet �forelock,� of Germanic origin�

1tour ��tu� r, 1 is also �tau� r� n 1 a : one�s turn in an orderly sched-
ule b : a period of work or duty �a long tour abroad� 2 : a
trip or excursion usually ending at the point of beginning �a
tour of the city� 3 : a series of professional tournaments �as in
golf or tennis� �Medieval French, from tur, tourn �turning, cir-
cuit, journey,� from Latin tornus �lathe��

2tour vb : to make a tour of : travel as a tourist
tour de force ��tu� rd-ə-�fo• rs, -�fo�rs� n, pl tours de force �same�
: a feat or display of strength, skill, or ingenuity �French�

touring car n : an old-fashioned open automobile with two
cross seats, usually four doors, and a folding top

toureism ��tu� r-�iz-əm� n : the practice of traveling for recreation
or the business of encouraging and serving such traveling

toureist ��tu� r-əst� n : one who travels for pleasure— tourist adj
tourist class n : economy accommodations �as on a ship�
tourist court n : �����
tourist trap n : a place that attracts and exploits tourists
touremaeline ��tu� r-mə-lən, -le•n� n : a mineral of variable color
that is a complex silicate and when transparent is cut for use as
a gemstone �Sinhalese toramalli �carnelian��

tourenaement ��tu� r-nə-mənt also �tər- or �to�r-� n 1 a : a contest
of skill and courage between armored knights fighting with
blunted lances or swords b : a series of knightly contests oc-
curring at one time and place 2 : a series of athletic contests,
sports events, or games for a championship �a tennis tourna-
ment� �Medieval French turneiement�

toureney ��tu� r-ne• also �tər- or �to�r-� n, pl tourneys : ������-
���� �Medieval French tornei, from torneier �to twist, whirl
around, fight, tourney��

toureniequet ��tu� r-ni-kət, �tər-� n : a device �as a band of rubber�
that stops or slows bleeding or blood flow by compressing blood
vessels �French, from tourner �to turn��

1touesle ��tau� -zəl, -səl� vt touesled; touesling ��tau�z-ling, �tau� s-,
-ə-ling� : ��������, ������ �tousled hair� �Middle English
touselen�

2tousle n : a tangled mass �as of hair�
1tout ��tau� t� vb 1 : to solicit for patronage, trade, votes, or sup-
port 2 a chiefly British : to spy about at racing stables and
tracks to get information to be used in betting b : to give a tip
or solicit bets on a racehorse 3 : to make much of : �������
�the college�s much touted women�s studies program� �Middle
English tuten �to peer��

2tout n : one who touts: as a : one who solicits patronage b
: one who gives tips or solicits bets on a horse race

touteer ��tau� t-ər� n : one that touts
1tow ��to• � vt : to draw or pull along behind : ���� �Old English
togian�

2tow n 1 : an act or instance of towing or the fact or condition of
being towed 2 : a line or rope for towing 3 : something �as a
tugboat or barge� that tows or is towed � in tow 1 : under
guidance or protection �taken in tow by a friendly guide� 2
: accompanying or following usually as an attending or depen-
dent party �not easy shopping with toddlers in tow�

3tow n 1 : short broken fiber from flax, hemp, or jute used for
yarn, twine, or stuffing 2 : yarn or cloth made of tow �Old En-
glish tow- �spinning��

toweage ��to• -ij� n 1 : the act of towing 2 : the price paid for
towing

1toeward ��to• -ərd, �to� -ərd, �to• rd, �to�rd� adj 1 also toewards ��to• -
ərdz, �to� -ərdz, �to• rdz, �to�rdz� a : coming soon : ��������
�could move fast enough if a meal was toward� b : happening
at the moment : ����� 2 a obsolete : quick to learn : ��� b
: ���������� 3 �a toward breeze� �Old English to•weard �facing,
imminent,� from to• �to� + -weard �-ward��

2toeward �to• -ərd, �to• -, two• -, �two• -� to• rd, �to• rd, two• rd, �two• rd� tə-
�wo�rd� or toewards �same followed by z� prep 1 : in the direc-
tion of �driving toward town� 2 a : along a course leading to
�efforts toward reconciliation� b : in relation to �attitude to-
ward life� 3 : so as to face �her back was toward me� 4 : not
long before �toward noon� 5 : in order to provide part of the
payment for �save toward a college education�

toweboat ��to• -�bo• t� n 1 : ������� 2 : a compact shallow�
draft boat for pushing barges on inland waterways

1toweel ��tau� -əl, �tau� l� n : a cloth or piece of absorbent paper for
wiping or drying �Medieval French tuaille, of Germanic origin�

2towel vb -eled or -elled; -eleing or -eleling 1 : to rub or dry
with a towel 2 : to use a towel

toweeleing or toweeleling ��tau� -ling, -ə-ling� n : material for
towels

1toweer ��tau� -ər, �tau� r� n 1 : a building or
structure typically higher than it is wide
and high relative to its surroundings that
may stand apart �as a campanile� or be at-
tached �as a church belfry� to a larger
structure and that may be of skeleton
framework �as an observation or transmis-
sion tower� 2 : a towering citadel : ���-
����� �Old English torr and Medieval
French tur, tour, both from Latin turris,
from Greek tyrris, tyrsis� — toweered
��tau� -ərd, �tau� rd� adj

2tower vi 1 : to reach or rise to a great
height 2 : to exhibit superior qualities
�her intellect towered over the others��

toweereing adj 1 : impressively high or
great : �������� 2 : reaching a high
point of intensity �a towering rage� 3
: going beyond proper bounds : �����-
���� �towering ambition�

tower wagon n : a wagon or motortruck
with a high adjustable platform on which
workers can stand

towehead ��to• -�hed� n : a person having flaxen hair — tow-
headeed �-�hed-əd� adj

toewhee ��to• -�he• , �to• -e• , to• -�he•� n : a finch of eastern North Amer-
ica of which the male has a black back, a white belly, and red-
dish sides� also : any of various related birds chiefly of the west-
ern U.S. and Mexico �imitative�

to wit �tə-�wit� adv : that is to say : ������ �Middle English to
witen, literally, �to know��

toweline ��to• -�l�•n� n : a line used in towing
town ��tau�n� n 1 a : a heavily populated area as distinguished
from surrounding rural territory� esp : one larger than a village
but smaller than a city b : ���� 1a c : an English village hav-
ing a periodic fair or market 2 a : the city or urban life as con-
trasted with the country b : ����������� 1 3 : a New En-
gland territorial and political unit usually containing both rural
and urban areas under a single town government � called also
township �Old English tTn �enclosure, village, town�� — town
adj

town clerk n : an official who keeps the town records
town crier n : a town officer who makes public proclamations
town hall n : a public building used for town-government offic-
es and meetings

town house n 1 : the city residence of one having a country-
seat or a chief residence elsewhere 2 : a house connected to
another by a common sidewall

town meeting n : a meeting of inhabitants or taxpayers of a
town to transact public business

townsefolk ��tau�nz-�fo•k� n pl : �����������
towneship ��tau�n-�ship� n 1 a : ���� 3 b : a unit of local gov-
ernment in some northeastern and north central states c : a
subdivision of the county especially in the southern U.S. 2 : a
division of territory in surveys of U.S. public land containing 36
sections or 36 square miles �about 93.2 square kilometers�

townseman ��tau�nz-mən� n 1 : a native or resident of a town or
city 2 : a fellow citizen of a town

tower 1
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�ə� abut �au� � out �i� tip �o�� saw �u� � foot
�ər� further �ch� chin ��•� life �o� i� coin �y� yet
�a� mat �e� pet �j� job �th� thin �y�� few
�a•� take �e•� easy �ng� sing ��� this �yu� � cure
��� cot, cart �g� go �o• � bone ��� food �zh� vision
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